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Abstract. This study investigates the effects of scheduled macroeconomic announcements on Bitcoin (BTC) price
and implied volatility proxied by the Bitcoin Volmex Implied Volatility (BVIV) Index. The results reveal statistically
significant relationships, with CPI and Fed rate decisions generating substantial increases in BTC and BVIV
volatility, and that BVIV experiences significant declines after these announcements, confirming the resolution of
uncertainty in the market.

Introduction
The cryptocurrency market has gained significant attention in recent years, becoming a crucial component of the
global financial landscape. Among these cryptocurrencies, Bitcoin (BTC) stands out as the first and most widely
recognized, often regarded as digital gold. As the market matures, understanding the factors that influence BTC
price dynamics becomes increasingly important for investors, traders, and policymakers alike.

Volatility is a defining characteristic of cryptocurrency markets, with BTC frequently exhibiting price fluctuations
that are more pronounced than those observed in traditional asset classes. Higher volatility of Bitcoin can be
attributed to several factors, including market sentiment, regulatory developments, technological advancements, and
macroeconomic factors. Among these, macroeconomic announcements play a pivotal role, particularly those related
to inflation and monetary policy.

Scheduled macroeconomic announcements, such as the Consumer Price Index (CPI) and Federal Reserve interest
rate decisions, provide critical information about the economic environment. These indicators not only influence
investor expectations regarding inflation and interest rates but also affect broader market sentiment. Given Bitcoin's
increasing correlation with traditional financial markets, the implications of these announcements on BTC volatility
need a thorough examination. We investigate this relationship, specifically focusing on BTC price fluctuations and
implied volatility captured by the BTC Volmex Implied Volatility (BVIV) index. By employing a regression analysis
of 1-hour candle data, we quantify the impact of key macroeconomic events on both BTC and BVIV.

The significance of this research lies in its potential to provide insights into the behavior of BTC in response to
economic events, which can be indicators for trading strategies and risk management systems. Moreover, gaining
insight into how macroeconomic announcements affect volatility can improve our understanding of the role that
cryptocurrencies play in the global financial system.

The findings of this study reveal that macroeconomic announcements, particularly CPI and Fed rate decisions,
significantly influence BTC volatility. Our analysis highlights a pattern of initial fluctuations in BTC and BVIV
following announcements, followed by a systematic decline in BVIV, confirming the resolution of uncertainty in the
market.



Methodology
We employ a quantitative approach to analyze the effects of scheduled macroeconomic events on Bitcoin (BTC)
price and implied volatility (BVIV). The methodology consists of data collection, variable definitions, regression
analysis, and robustness checks.

Data

Data were sourced from two primary platforms: CoinMarketCap (CMC) for BTC price data and Volmex1 for BVIV
data. The dataset includes 1-hour candlestick data, which provides the Open, High, Low, and Close (OHLC) prices
for BTC, alongside the corresponding BVIV values during the same time intervals. We focus on major scheduled
macroeconomic announcements as these events are known to significantly impact market volatility.

Our analysis period spans from September 20, 2022 to September 19, 2024, covering multiple occurrences of the
selected macroeconomic announcements to ensure a robust dataset. This timeframe allows for a comprehensive
examination of volatility reactions to these events.

Table 1: Number of occurrences

As shown in Table 1, events such as CPI, Nonfarm Payrolls, ADP Employment, and Retail Sales announcements
occurred 24 times each, while others like the FOMC Minutes and Fed rate decision appeared 16 and 17 times,
respectively. These frequent announcements provide enough data points to assess their impact on both BTC price
and BVIV. The dataset enables a comprehensive analysis of how different economic indicators influence the
cryptocurrency market.

Table 2 presents a summary of 1-hour BTC OHLC data, demonstrating that BTC experienced a wide range of price
fluctuations. The standard deviation of BTC closing prices during this period was $17,723, with a maximum price of

1 https://rest-v1.volmex.finance/api

https://rest-v1.volmex.finance/api


$73,750 and a minimum of $15,599. These statistics suggest a high level of volatility in the BTC market over this
two-year period, with notable fluctuations across all price points. The 25th, 50th (median), and 75th percentiles
further highlight the significant variation in BTC prices, capturing the impact of both bullish and bearish market
conditions over time.

Table 2: Summary of 1-hour BTC price candlestick data

Table 3 summarizes the 1-hour Bitcoin Volmex Implied Volatility (BVIV) candlestick data for the same period. The
mean closing value for BVIV was 57.44, with a standard deviation of 11.16, reflecting substantial variation in
implied volatility levels. The minimum and maximum values of BVIV were 33.68 and 111.89, respectively,
indicating that the market experienced periods of both low and high volatility. The 25th, 50th, and 75th percentiles
show that implied volatility frequently remained between 49.90 and 63.61, with extreme values occurring less
frequently.

Table 3: Summary of 1-hour BVIV candlestick data

Variable definitions

We run regressions to capture the effects of macroeconomic announcements on volatility. The dependent and
independent variables are defined as follows::

● Dependent Variables:
○ BTC Price Range: The log difference between the High and Low prices within the 1-hour

candlestick period, annualized, serving as a proxy for realized volatility.
○ BVIV Range: The difference between the High and Low values of BVIV within the same 1-hour

period, annualized, also representing realized volatility of implied volatility.
○ BVIV Change: The difference between the closing and opening values of BVIV for each 1-hour

period, indicating the change in implied volatility.

● Independent Variables:
○ Event Dummies: Binary variables representing the occurrence of macroeconomic announcements

(CPI and Fed rate decisions). A value of 1 is assigned to the hour of the announcement and 0
otherwise.



Regression Analysis

The core of the analysis involves regressing the defined dependent variables on the event dummy variables. The
model is specified as follows:
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Regression analysis is conducted to estimate the coefficients of the event dummies and assess the significance of the
independent variables. A significance level of 99% is employed to ensure robust findings.

Results
In this section, we present the results of our regression analysis, which aims to quantify the impact of key
macroeconomic announcements on both realized and implied volatility in the cryptocurrency market. We evaluate
the effects on the price range of BTC as proxies for realized volatility and examine the changes in BVIV to assess
shifts in implied volatility. The results are analyzed across multiple time windows (2-hour, 4-hour, 8-hour, 12-hour,
and 24-hour) in addition to 1-hour and for ETH to ensure robustness and capture the temporal dynamics of market
responses.

BTC Price Range

First, we regress, BTC price range, the log differences between BTC's high and low prices—used as a proxy for
realized volatility—on macroeconomic event dummies. Table 4 presents the regression results, showing the
variables with statistically significant impacts at the 99% confidence level. The results clearly indicate that CPI
announcements and Fed rate decisions have the largest magnitudes of impact on BTC price volatility.

Table 4: Regression on 1-hour BTC price range, only significant values at 99%



Following a CPI release, BTC's realized volatility increases by 107.3 points in the subsequent 1-hour window.
Similarly, a Fed rate decision results in a 115.3-point rise in volatility during the same timeframe. These findings
indicate that macroeconomic events, particularly CPI and Fed decisions, have strong influences on short-term
volatility in the cryptocurrency market.

Other significant factors include announcements such as Services, Nonfarm Payrolls, Powell Speeches, and
Sentiment, each contributing to variations in BTC realized volatility, albeit to a lesser degree compared to CPI and
Fed decisions.

BVIV Range

Next, we analyze the impact of macroeconomic events on the fluctuations in implied volatility by regressing the
BVIV range, defined as the difference between BVIV's high and low prices, on the macroeconomic event dummies.
Table 5 presents the results, highlighting only the variables that are statistically significant at the 99% confidence
level.

The results show that CPI announcements and Fed rate decisions have the most substantial effects on BVIV realized
volatility. Following a CPI release, BVIV's range increases by 104.3 points within the 1-hour window. Similarly, a
Fed rate decision raises BVIV volatility by 103.0 points. Other announcements, such as Nonfarm Payrolls,
Sentiment, and Retail Sales, also contribute to increases in BVIV, though their impacts are smaller in magnitude.

Table 5: Regression on 1-hour BVIV range, only significant values at 99%

These findings confirm that macroeconomic events, particularly CPI and Fed decisions, have a profound influence
on implied volatility in the cryptocurrency market. This volatility suggests heightened uncertainty and market
reaction to potential future BTC price fluctuations, further emphasizing the role of key economic indicators in
shaping market expectations.

BVIV Levels

Finally, we analyze the changes in implied volatility levels by regressing the 1-hour change in BVIV (difference
between the closing and opening BVIV levels within the 1-hour window) on macroeconomic event dummies. Table
6 displays the results, which shows only the significant coefficients at the 99% confidence level.

Table 6: Regression on 1-hour change BVIV levels, only significant values at 99%



The results indicate that only CPI and Fed rate decisions have a statistically significant effect, which are both
negative, on BVIV levels. After a CPI announcement, the implied volatility decreases by approximately 0.94 points,
indicating a resolution of uncertainty in the market. Similarly, after a Fed rate decision, BVIV levels drop by around
1.32 points.

These findings suggest that, while macroeconomic announcements lead to an initial spike in realized volatility (as
seen in previous tables), they also result in a pullback of BVIV as market participants adjust their expectations. This
reduction in implied volatilities indicates that uncertainty decreases following these announcements, with the market
quickly pricing in the new information.

Robustness of the results

To ensure the reliability of the findings, we conduct robustness checks by expanding the time windows for both BTC
and ETH price ranges, as well as BVIV and EVIV levels and ranges. These tests involved 2-hour, 4-hour, 8-hour,
and 12-hour windows, and included an additional 1-hour ETH and EVIV windows to validate whether the observed
impacts were consistent across different timeframes and assets. The results confirm the conclusions drawn from the
1-hour BTC and BVIV windows, while showing some interesting variations.

For the BTC price range, both CPI and Fed rate decisions remained statistically significant across all time windows.
The magnitudes of the coefficients fell, with CPI showing a more pronounced effect in shorter windows, such as
2-hour and 4-hour, and gradually tapering off in the 8-hour and 12-hour windows. The Fed decision maintained its
impact, peaked at 2-hour windows but displayed a similar diminishing effect over time, particularly in the 12-hour
window.

ETH price range results from the 1-hour window yielded higher magnitudes for both CPI (123.0) and Fed decision
(135.9), indicating that ETH may exhibit even greater sensitivity to these macroeconomic events in comparison to
BTC. This suggests that cryptocurrency market reactions to scheduled announcements may vary slightly depending
on the specific asset being observed, though the general trend holds true.

For the BVIV range, CPI and Fed decision impacts were observed to diminish as the window expands. The 2-hour
and 4-hour windows exhibited strong, significant coefficients, but the 8-hour and 12-hour windows showed a
notable reduction in magnitudes. By the 12-hour mark, the statistical significance of the Fed decision began to fade
(P>|t| = 0.104), while CPI remained significant, confirming that the fluctuation triggered by CPI announcements
continues beyond the immediate aftermath.

A final robustness check for BVIV levels, showed that CPI retained its statistical significance with an increasing
magnitude over time. We extended the robustness analysis by including an additional 24-hour window which also
showed a stronger CPI impact. This suggests that the decline in BVIV levels following a CPI release may persist for
up to 24 hours. On the other hand, the Fed decision’s influence faded, becoming statistically insignificant beyond the
8-hour mark.

In summary, the robustness checks confirm the initial results while highlighting that the magnitude and duration of
the impacts from CPI and Fed rate decisions can vary across different windows. However, the consistent statistical
significance of CPI in both price and implied volatility measures across all timeframes underscores its critical role in
shaping market dynamics in cryptocurrency derivatives.



Conclusion
This study provides compelling evidence that the scheduled macroeconomic announcements, particularly CPI and
Fed rate decisions, significantly impact both the realized and implied volatility of BTC in the cryptocurrency
market. Through regressions of BTC price range and BVIV levels on macroeconomic event dummies, we have
observed that these events consistently generate fluctuations in spot and options markets.

CPI and Fed decisions exhibit the largest impacts on BVIV levels, confirming that these events serve as key drivers
of uncertainty resolution. Interestingly, while CPI triggers prolonged volatility, often lasting up to 24 hours, the
effects of Fed decisions dissipate more quickly, particularly in implied volatility metrics.

The robustness checks using multiple time windows and the inclusion of ETH prices further validate these findings.
As a result, traders and market participants may find opportunities in crafting strategies that anticipate price
fluctuations arising from these key macroeconomic releases, particularly in the cryptocurrency derivatives space.



Appendix

Regression Results

Below are the full set of regression results

Table A1: Regression on 1-hour BTC price range



Table A2: Regression on 1-hour BVIV range



Table A3: Regression on 1-hour change in BVIV levels


